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Partnership between the 
United Nations (UN) in
Malaysia and Yayasan
MySDG

Supports SDG related
projects that target people
and communities at risk of
being left behind.

The Call for Proposals
2024/2025 (CFP-2024/25)
is an invitation for
innovative projects that
prioritize a people-centric
approach across the Fund’s
three pillars and twelve
priority areas. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
MALAYSIA-UN SDG TRUST FUND
The Malaysia-UN SDG Trust Fund (the Fund) is a
partnership between the United Nations (UN) in
Malaysia and Yayasan Matlamat Pembangunan
Mampan Malaysia (Yayasan MySDG), supported
by the Ministry of Finance. It funds projects that
aim to accelerate progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in Malaysia.

The Fund prioritizes projects that target groups of
people who are at risk of being left behind. It
encourages partnerships and collaboration among
stakeholders to ensure everyone benefits from
sustainable development. By focusing on local
efforts, the Fund aims to improve the lives of
people in different areas and communities,
contributing to the achievement of SDGs in
Malaysia.

The Call for Proposals 2024/2025 (CFP-2024/25)
is an invitation for innovative projects that
prioritize people-centric outcomes across The
Fund’s three pillars and twelve priority areas. The
goal is to support multi-partner innovative
solutions to help marginalized and disadvantaged
groups overcome challenges and promote their
inclusion and empowerment.
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CFP-2024/25
Opening Date: 17 September 2024
Closing Date: 4 November 2024 Approximately MYR17 million

Total Budget
USD4 million 

* per participating organization

Project Size
Proposals from USD 100k* - 500k

Project Duration
Minimum:   6 months
Maximum: 18 months 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 2024/2025

CFP-2024/25 IN BRIEF



PEACE AND PARTNERSHIP

PEOPLE & PROSPERITY

PLANET
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THEMATIC PILLARS AND 
PRIORITY AREAS OF THE FUND
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Picture: UNFPA Malaysia and UNDP Malaysia



 People and Prosperity1.
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Priority Areas:

1.a. Addressing the poverty, nutritional and health challenges of  
marginal and excluded groups (e.g., informal sector workers, the
poor and vulnerable in peripheral regions including indigenous
peoples, women, youth, migrants and refugees, undocumented
persons, and persons with disabilities).

1.b. Levelling up wider SDG performance in key human development
domains across regions, focusing on communities in lagging
peripheral areas.

1.c. Expanding resilience through greater social protection measures,
focusing on excluded and under-served groups and those in informal
work.

1.d. Addressing the specific human development needs of women at
risk of being left behind. 

1.e. Promoting work opportunities for the poor and vulnerable, those
in informal work, and those in remote locations, via access to skills
training, financial services, commercial credit, and to decent jobs.

1.f. Addressing geographical and economic imbalances, especially
those faced by communities living in remote locations, including by
assisting them to unlock local comparative advantages (natural
capital, sustainable exploitation of natural resources and products,
enhanced tourism). 
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2. Planet

3. Peace and Partnership
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Priority Areas:

2.a. Building the resilience of communities (groups and
localities) at most risk to the impacts of climate change
through active adaptation efforts.

2.b. Tackling biodiversity loss, particularly for marginal
communities which rely on the natural capital for their
livelihoods.

2.c. Assisting marginal communities to tackle land, sea and
river pollution, which blights their living conditions. 

Priority Areas:

3.a. Helping to build social and political cohesion among
Malaysia's diverse communities.

3.b. Enabling the realization of key socioeconomic rights for
marginal and excluded groups (e.g., the poor and vulnerable in
peripheral regions including indigenous peoples, migrants and
refugees, undocumented populations, and persons with
disabilities).

3.c. Enabling, within the law, the recognition of undocumented
people and their social inclusion.



CRITERIA FOR
SUBMISSION
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Picture: UNICEF Malaysia
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT AND
SUBMISSION
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
In line with the Fund’s thematic pillars, the 
CFP-2024/25 will be open to proposals from:

i. Malaysia-based civil society organizations (CSOs), non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and
other non-profit organizations such as academic institutions and think-tanks. Organizations
registered as social enterprises will not be eligible to apply. Designated as Non-UN Organizations
(NUNOs), these applicants must be registered in Malaysia and have a separate legal personality.
Every NUNO and partner(s) will also be subject to due diligence assessments as required by UN rules
and regulations, and must meet special requirements for NUNOs to have direct access to UN
managed funds. NUNOs can also explore partnering with Participating UN Organizations (PUNOs) to
leverage their expertise and resources, thereby enhancing the effectiveness and reach of their
initiatives.

ii. UN agencies that are members of the Malaysia UN Country Team and have been recognized as
PUNOs in the Fund by signing the Fund’s MOU. Proposals submitted by PUNOs must involve at least
two UN organizations. In addition to submitting joint proposals, PUNOs are encouraged to partner
with non-UN entities.

Project proposals should be clear and well structured, using the Fund’s Project Proposal Template.
A crucial part of the process is developing a Theory of Change for the project, which outlines how
the project will address the identified challenges and bring practical solutions to achieve the
expected results. The project proposal should be no longer than 10 pages, using a font size of 11.

To ensure that the project design is people-centric, both PUNOs and NUNOs should engage and
consult with important stakeholders, particularly the intended project beneficiaries. 

Received proposals will be considered vetted and approved by the senior management of the
submitting organizations. Each legal entity may submit a maximum of 3 proposals only.

Completed proposals, along with all necessary supporting documents, must be submitted
electronically to the Fund Secretariat  no later than 4 November 2024, 23:59 Malaysia Time (MYT),
at my-un.sdgtrustfund@un.org.

NUNOs and PUNOs can download the Project Proposal Template HERE

NUNOs can download the additional Pre-Vetting Checklist Package HERE 

Incomplete submissions or those received after the deadline will not be considered. 

mailto:my-un.sdgtrustfund@un.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qOF97esmU8jgFHM5CCGK453PhZNipWMY?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ABqk17IwaZUkAbBRomoeGnc1B5rTSa9N?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ABqk17IwaZUkAbBRomoeGnc1B5rTSa9N?usp=drive_link


Applying Organization Required Documents

Non-UN Organization 
(NUNOs)

Malaysia-based civil society organizations (CSOs), non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), and other non-

profit organizations such as academic institutions and
think-tanks

A) Project Proposal Template
B) Pre-Vetting Checklist Package

Participating UN Organizations
(PUNOs)

United Nations Entities that have signed the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

A) Project Proposal Template

8

APPLICATION PROCESS
The project application process follows two stages,
as detailed below:

DOCUMENT SUBMISSIONS
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The CFP-2024/25 involves a 2-step process:

1. Project Proposal

PUNOs and NUNOs develop and submit project proposals using the template provided and
supporting documents. 
Proposals are assessed, scored, then submitted for review and approval by the Fund.

2. Project Document

Selected proposals must be further developed into project documents, using the Project
Document Template (to be provided in due course).
Prior to Project Document submission, PUNOs and NUNOs must meet all other relevant
requirements. This includes adjustments to the project, administrative steps, and additional
documents, as required.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qOF97esmU8jgFHM5CCGK453PhZNipWMY?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ABqk17IwaZUkAbBRomoeGnc1B5rTSa9N?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qOF97esmU8jgFHM5CCGK453PhZNipWMY?usp=drive_link
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EVALUATION AND 
SELECTION PROCESS
EVALUATION AND 
SELECTION PROCESS
Proposals will be evaluated according to a set of
substantive and delivery criteria:

Substantive criteria make up 70% of the score and include:

i. Level of alignment with the Fund’s thematic priorities listed under the three pillars above, with
weight given to the scope and depth of the targeted SDG impacts.

ii. Level of focus on communities and groups at risk of being left behind. This can apply to specific
population groups and/or localities. 

iii. Value for money and wider catalytic impact (spillovers, scalability potential, demonstration
effects, number of beneficiaries etc.), linking also to the promotion of a whole-of-society approach
towards SDG achievement. 

iv. Alignment with the UN’s Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) for
Malaysia, and/or with Malaysia’s national development priorities.

Delivery criteria make up 30% of the score and include:

i. Clarity of project timeframe, milestones, and resource requirements.
Timeframe: 6 (minimum) – 18 months (maximum) 
Resource Requirements: 

       a) NUNOs: A minimum of USD100,000 per proposal (a minimum of USD100,000 per 
           participating NUNO, if more than one) and a maximum of USD500,000  per proposal.
      b) PUNOs: A minimum of USD200,000 per proposal (a minimum of USD100,00 per PUNO) and   
          a maximum of USD500,000  per proposal.

ii. Level of stakeholder engagement, particularly of targeted at-risk groups. The application of
people-centric design methods will be viewed favourably.

iii. Quality of planning and management arrangements, including risk assessment and response. 

iv. Quality of monitoring and evaluation (M&E), and follow-up, and reporting arrangements
(internal and external), with appropriate levels of oversight.

v. Level of jointness in delivery, noting that PUNO proposals require a minimum of two UN
partners, and that multi-partner delivery is highly encouraged. 

https://unsdg.un.org/resources/un-sustainable-development-cooperation-framework-malaysia-2021-2025
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APPLICATION FLOW
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Stage 1: Project Proposal Submission and Selection
Development and submission of Project Proposals by applicants

Completion of Project Proposals and other required documents using the templates provided. Each
organization can submit up to three proposals. 
NUNOs: Completion of Pre-Vetting Checklist (both lead and partner(s)) including the UN’s Prevention
of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) and the Harmonized Approach to Cash Transfers (HACT)
Readiness self- assessments.  
Submission of all required documents no later than 4 November 2024.

Confirmation of Receipt and Selection of Proposals
Confirmation of receipt of Project Proposals and other required documents.
Screening, assessment and selection of Project Proposals.
Notification on next steps, and approved value, and other special conditions for approval.

Stage 2: Project Document Submission and Approval
Development and submission of Project Documents by selected applicants.
NUNOs: Comprehensive vetting process of NUNOs, including a financial management audit
(including HACT assessment by an independent firm) and a PSEA evaluation.
Confirmation of receipt and review of Project Documents.
Revision of Project Documents (if any) within set deadlines.
Notification to successful applicants on project approval.

Stage 3: Disbursement of Funds and Project Commencement
NUNOs: Signing of standard NUNO Framework Agreement and NUNO Financing Agreement.
Disbursement of funds (via direct bank transfer in US Dollars.*)
Project Implementations.

Stage 4: Monitoring and Reporting
Periodic project monitoring and evaluation.
Submission of Narrative Report and Financial Report(s) at set intervals.
Submission of Final Narrative Report and Final Financial Report upon project completion.

*subject to receipt by the Fund of donor(s) contribution.
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SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
NON-UN ORGANIZATIONS (NUNOs)
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Based on the information provided above, NUNOs will undergo a vetting process consisting of the
following steps:

1.Completion of a pre-vetting checklist and submission of required documents along with the Project
Proposal. Pre-vetting checklist package can be downloaded HERE.
  a. Lead and partner NUNOs will need to adhere to the same criteria and submit their individual 
pre-vetting and self-evaluation. They will undergo the same process before they can receive direct
funding from the Fund.

2. An adsorptive capacity analysis will be performed. Funds sought by each NUNO (lead and
partner(s)) should not exceed 50% of each organization's average annual turnover over the last two
years (income/expenses, whichever is higher).

3. Only selected applicants will be invited to proceed to the next stage and submit Project
Documents. During this stage, all NUNOs will undergo the UN's Harmonized Approach to Cash
Transfers (HACT) assessment process. Eligibility requires a "low risk" rating and implementation of
adequate financial control measures identified during the HACT assessment, as well as meeting all
standards set in the Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse assessment. Please refer to the
HACT guidelines HERE.

4. Once approved, NUNOs will be required to sign the prescribed NUNO Framework Agreement,
available HERE, and the NUNO Financing Agreement, available HERE. Please read all agreements
before submitting your proposal(s).

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ABqk17IwaZUkAbBRomoeGnc1B5rTSa9N?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ABqk17IwaZUkAbBRomoeGnc1B5rTSa9N?usp=drive_link
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/HACT-2014-UNDG-Framework-EN.pdf
https://mptf.undp.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023-08/nuno_framework_agreement_revised_dec_2022ngo_0.docx
https://mptf.undp.org/sites/default/files/documents/2022-12/nuno_financing_agreement_revised_dec_2022.docx
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GLOSSARY
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Activity: Actions taken, or work performed through which inputs (such as funds, technical assistance
and other types of resources) are transformed into outputs.

Adsorptive Capacity: A measure of an organization’s ability to implement the project capacity; it is
calculated as a ratio of the project budget over the organization’s annual turnover. It is not
recommended to have a ratio above 50%.

Beneficiaries: Persons or groups that receive the benefits of the project implemented by grantees of
the Malaysia-UN SDG Trust Fund, categorized as direct and indirect beneficiaries. 

HACT: The Harmonized Approach to Cash Transfers (HACT) is a common operational framework of
the UN for transferring cash to partners by simplifying the set of procedures on requesting,
disbursing, providing assurance, and reporting on funds to manage risks, reduce transaction costs
and promote sustainable development in a coordinated manner.

HACT Readiness Self-Assessment: The HACT Readiness Self-Assessment is a simplified
questionnaire designed to help NUNOs evaluate, understand, and prepare their organization to meet
the requirements of the HACT assessment, which will be conducted for selected NUNOs, as
applicable. 

Multi-stakeholder Oversight Committee: Each project implemented under the Fund must have an
oversight committee that includes multiple stakeholders, involving beneficiaries, and other relevant
parties, including government agencies if needed.
 
NUNO Framework Agreement: The NUNO Framework Agreement allows eligible NUNOs to directly
receive grants from the Fund and sets out the financial and programmatic obligations and
responsibilities of NUNOs.

NUNO Financing Agreement: The NUNO Financing Agreement allows NUNOs which have signed the
NUNO Framework Agreement, to implement the activities outlined in the Project Document. The
respective NUNO(s) will assume full programmatic and financial accountability.
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NUNO Lead: A non-UN organization submitting a proposal which involves one or more NUNOs. It is  
responsible for leading the project and reporting to the Fund and Administrative Agent.

NUNO Partner: A non-UN organization(s) mentioned by the NUNO lead as a project partner. A NUNO
partner will be required to fulfil all vetting requirements similar to the NUNO Lead. NUNO partners
also have direct access and must fulfill all obligations to the Fund.

Annual Turnover: An organization's annual turnover is the annual income or expenses of the
organization, whichever is higher.
 
Outcome: The likely or achieved project end-effects of an intervention’s outputs resulting in a change
of behaviour or institutional capacity of the beneficiaries. 

Output: Final products or services delivered by a project to end users, such as reports, publications,
training, servicing of meetings or services, which an activity is expected to produce in order to
achieve the specified outcomes. 

Project Document: The Project Document is a detailed description of the proposed project, including
a management plan, budget and methods for quantifying the proposed project outputs and
outcomes.

Project Proposal: The Project Proposal is a 10-page document that sets out the Theory of Change,
outcomes, outputs, activities, and budget. This document is required as part of Step 1, and will also
assist the proposing organization in the thought process required for the development of the Project
Document (Step 2).

PSEA Self-Assessment: Strengthening protection from sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) is a
shared responsibility of the humanitarian and development community, including both the UN and its
partners. The PSEA Assessment outlines requirements for the UN and its implementing partners to
ensure adequate safeguards and appropriate actions related to SEA.

Theory of Change: The Theory of Change is a thought process used to design programmes, and
projects that is a macro level If/Then statement. It is a detailed explanation of how and why desired
changes are expected to happen in a specific context, linking activities to outcomes and impacts
through a clear causal pathway.
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DOCUMENT CHECKLIST

CLICK HERE TO 
DOWNLOAD ALL
DOCUMENTS
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A1) CFP-2024/25 Project Proposal Template

A2) CFP-2024/25 Project Budget by UNSDG Categories

B) CFP-2025/25 Pre-Vetting Checklist
     -Documents as per Pre-Vetting Checklist 
        (Kindly number the files to checklist items)

B4) CFP-2024/25 HACT Readiness Self-Assessment 

B5) CFP-2024/25 PSEA Self-Assessment
     -Documents as per PSEA Self-Assessment 
        (Kindly number the files to PSEA Standards 1 - 8)

B10) CFP-2024/25 Adverse Media Disclosure Form

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UmkA0BOZnBVr78JJKgDSGugpfBxCOM_W?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UmkA0BOZnBVr78JJKgDSGugpfBxCOM_W?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UmkA0BOZnBVr78JJKgDSGugpfBxCOM_W?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UmkA0BOZnBVr78JJKgDSGugpfBxCOM_W?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qOF97esmU8jgFHM5CCGK453PhZNipWMY?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ABqk17IwaZUkAbBRomoeGnc1B5rTSa9N?usp=drive_link
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MALAYSIA-UN SDG TRUST FUND
SECRETARIAT
Please visit malaysia.un.org for further details.

For further clarification, you may contact the Malaysia-UN SDG Trust Fund Secretariat at 
my-un.sdgtrustfund@un.org 

CFP-2024/25 ORIENTATION SESSIONS
Two orientation sessions will be held for interested NUNOs: The first session will be held tentatively
on 27 September 2024. Register HERE or via the QR code below to be informed of these sessions
and receive further updates from the Fund.

https://malaysia.un.org/
https://malaysia.un.org/
mailto:my-un.sdgtrustfund@un.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2zWeD09UYE-9zF6kFubccChabaCarOVOjtEMGOZri6hUMkIxSU9LRFRNRDEwU0UwTlY3S1IzQlFQMy4u


Malaysia-UN SDG Trust Fund Secretariat 
c/o The Office of the United Nations Resident Coordinator (UN RCO)

United Nations Offices
 Level 10, Menara PjH,

 2, Jalan Tun Abdul Razak, Precinct 2,
 62100 Putrajaya, Malaysia

https://malaysia.un.org

A COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN

https://malaysia.un.org/

